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Preface

Why This Book This Way

History classrooms present a unique dilemma. How do
we offer our students a basic understanding of key events
and facts while inviting them to see the past not as a
rote list of names and dates but as the fascinating, con-
flicted prelude to their lives today? How do we teach
our students to think like historians? As scholars and
teachers who go into the classroom every day, we know
these challenges well and have composed the eighth
edition of Americas History to help instructors meet
them. Americas History has long been known for its
breadth, balance, and ability to explain to students not
just what happened, but why. The latest edition both
preserves and substantially builds upon those strengths.

The foundation of our approach lies in our commit-
ment to an integrated history. America’s History com-
bines traditional “top down” narratives of political and
economic affairs with “bottom up” narratives of the lived
experiences of ordinary people. Our goal is to help stu-
dents achieve a richer understanding of politics, diplo-
macy, war, economics, intellectual and cultural life, and
gender, class, and race relations by exploring how devel-
opments in all these areas were interconnected. Our
analysis is fueled by a passion for exploring big, conse-
quential questions. How did a colonial slave society
settled by people from four continents become a plural-
ist democracy? How have liberty and equality informed
the American experience? Questions like these help stu-
dents understand what’s at stake as we study the past. In
Americas History, we provide an integrated historical
approach and bring a dedication to why history matters
to bear on the full sweep of Americas past.

One of the most exciting developments in this edi-
tion is the arrival of a new author, Eric Hinderaker. An
expert in native and early American history, Eric brings
a fresh interpretation of native and colonial European
societies and the revolutionary Atlantic World of the
eighteenth century that enlivens and enriches our nar-
rative. Eric joins James Henretta, long the intellectual
anchor of the book, whose scholarly work now focuses
on law, citizenship, and the state in early America;
Rebecca Edwards, an expert in women’s and gender
history and nineteenth-century electoral politics; and
Robert Self, whose work explores the relationship
between urban and suburban politics, social move-
ments, and the state. Together, we strive to ensure that

energy and creativity, as well as our wide experience in
the study of history, infuse every page that follows.

The core of a textbook is its narrative, and we have
endeavored to make ours clear, accessible, and lively. In
it, we focus not only on the marvelous diversity of
peoples who came to call themselves Americans, but
also on the institutions that have forged a common
national identity. More than ever, we daily confront the
collision of our past with the demands of the future
and the shrinking distance between Americans and
others around the globe. To help students meet these
challenges, we call attention to connections with the
histories of Canada, Latin America, Europe, Africa,
and Asia, drawing links between events in the United
States and those elsewhere. In our contemporary digi-
tal world, facts and data are everywhere. What students
crave is analysis. As it has since its inception, America’s
History provides students with a comprehensive expla-
nation and interpretation of events, a guide to why his-
tory unfolded as it did and a roadmap for understanding
the world in which we live.

Of course, the contents of this book are only helpful
if students read and assimilate the material before
coming to class. So that students will come to class pre-
pared, they now receive access to LearningCurve —
an adaptive, game-like online learning tool that helps
them master content—when they purchase a new
copy of Americas History. And because we know that
your classroom needs are changing rapidly, we are
excited to announce that Americas History is available
with LaunchPad, a new robust interactive e-book built
into its own course space that makes customizing and
assigning the book and its resources easy and efficient.
To learn more about the benefits of LearningCurve and
LaunchPad, see the “Versions and Supplements” sec-
tion on page x.

A Nine-Part Framework
Highlights Key Developments

One of the greatest strengths of America’s History is its
part structure, which helps students identify the key
forces and major developments that shaped each era.
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A four-page part opener introduces each part, using
analysis, striking images, and a detailed thematic time-
line to orient students to the major developments and
themes of the period covered. New Thematic Under-
standing questions ask students to consider peri-
odization and make connections among chapters. By
organizing U.S. history into nine distinct periods,
rather than just thirty-one successive chapters, we
encourage students to trace changes and continuities
over time and to grasp connections between political,
economic, social, and cultural events.

In this edition, we have reengineered the part struc-
ture to reflect the most up-to-date scholarship. Pre-
contact native societies and European colonization are
now covered in two distinct parts, allowing us to devote
comprehensive attention to the whole of North Amer-
ica before the 1760s. We have also added an additional
part bridging the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
bringing fresh perspectives on industrialization, the
“long Progressive Era,” and the growth of American
global power. Together, the nine parts organize the
complex history of North America and the United
States into comprehensible sections with distinct themes.

Part 1, “Transformations of North America,
1450-1700,> highlights the diversity and complexity of
Native Americans prior to European contact, examines
the transformative impact of European intrusions and
the Columbian Exchange, and emphasizes the experi-
mental quality of colonial ventures. Part 2, “British
North America and the Atlantic World, 1660-1763,”
explains the diversification of British North America
and the rise of the British Atlantic World and empha-
sizes the importance of contact between colonists and
Native Americans and imperial rivalries among Euro-
pean powers. Part 3, “Revolution and Republican
Culture, 1763-1820,” traces the rise of colonial protest
against British imperial reform, outlines the ways that
the American Revolution challenged the social order,
and explores the processes of conquest, competition,
and consolidation that followed it.

Part 4, “Overlapping Revolutions, 1800-1860,
traces the transformation of the economy, society, and
culture of the new nation; the creation of a democratic
polity; and growing sectional divisions. Part 5, “Creat-
ing and Preserving a Continental Nation, 1844-1877,”
covers the conflicts generated by Americas empire
building in the West, including sectional political
struggles that led to the Civil War and national consoli-
dation of power during and after Reconstruction. Part
6, “Industrializing America: Upheavals and Exper-
iments, 1877-1917, examines the transformations

brought about by the rise of corporations and a power-
house industrial economy; immigration and a diverse,
urbanizing society; and movements for progressive
reform.

Part 7, “Domestic and Global Challenges, 1890-
1945,” explores America’s rise to world power, the cul-
tural transformations and political conflicts of the
1920s, the Great Depression, and the creation of the
welfare state. Part 8, “The Modern State and the Age
of Liberalism, 1945-1980,” addresses the postwar per-
iod, including America’s new global leadership role
during the Cold War; the expansion of federal respon-
sibility during a new “age of liberalism”; and the growth
of mass consumption and the middle class. Finally,
Part 9, “Global Capitalism and the End of the Amer-
ican Century, 1980 to the Present,” discusses the con-
servative political ascendancy of the 1980s; the end of
the Cold War and rising conflict in the Middle East;
and globalization and increasing social inequality.

Hundreds of Sources
Encourage Comparative
and Critical Thinking

Americas History has long emphasized primary sources.
In addition to weaving lively quotations throughout the
narrative, we offer students substantial excerpts from
historical documents — letters, diaries, autobiographies,
public testimony, and more—and numerous figures
that give students practice working with data. These
documents allow students to experience the past through
the words and perspectives of those who lived it, to
understand how historians make sense of the past using
data, and to gain skill in interpreting historical evidence.
Each chapter contains three source-based features.

American Voices, a two-page feature in each
chapter, helps students learn to think critically by
comparing texts written from two or more perspec-
tives. New topics include “The Debate over Free and
Slave Labor,” “Jewish Immigrants in the Industrial
Economy,” “Theodore Roosevelt: From Anti-Populist
to New Nationalist,” and “Immigration After 1965: Its
Defenders and Critics”

New America Compared features use primary
sources and data to situate U.S. history in a global con-
text while giving students practice in comparison and
data analysis. Retooled from the Voices from America
feature from the last edition to include data in addition



to primary sources, these features appear in every
chapter on topics as diverse as the fight for women’s
rights in France and the United States, an examination
of labor laws after emancipation in Haiti and the United
States, the loss of human life in World War I, and an
analysis of the worldwide economic malaise of the 1970s.

Finally, we are excited to introduce a brand-new
feature to aid you in teaching Historical Thinking
Skills. A Thinking Like a Historian feature in every
chapter includes five to eight brief sources organized
around a central theme, such as “Beyond the Procla-
mation Line,” “Making Modern Presidents,” and “The
Suburban Landscape of Cold War America.” Students
are asked to analyze the documents and complete a
Putting It All Together assignment that asks them to
synthesize and use the evidence to create an argument.
Because we understand how important primary sources
are to the study of history, we are also pleased to offer
for free, when packaged, the all-new companion
reader, Sources for Americas History, featuring a wealth
of additional documents.

As in past editions, an outstanding visual program
engages students attention and gives them practice in
working with visual sources. The eighth edition fea-
tures over 425 paintings, cartoons, illustrations, photo-
graphs, and charts, most of them in full color and more
than a quarter new to this edition. Informative captions
set the illustrations in context and provide students
with background for making their own analysis of the
images in the book. Keenly aware that students lack
geographic literacy, we have included dozens of maps
that show major developments in the narrative, each
with a caption to help students interpret what they see.

Taken together, these documents, figures, maps,
and illustrations provide instructors with a trove of
teaching materials, so that Americas History offers not
only a compelling narrative, but also—right in the
text — the rich documentary materials that instructors
need to bring the past alive and introduce students to
historical analysis.

Study Aids Support
Understanding and Teach
Historical Thinking Skills

The study aids in the eighth edition have been com-
pletely revised in the new edition to better support stu-
dents in their understanding of the material and in
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their development of Historical Thinking Skills. New
Identify the Big Idea questions at the start of every
chapter guide student reading and focus their attention
on identifying not just what happened, but why. A vari-
ety of learning tools from the beginning to the end of
each chapter support this big idea focus. As they read,
students will gain proficiency in Historical Thinking
Skills via marginal review questions that ask students
to “Identify Causes,” “Trace Change over Time,” and
“Understand Points of View; among other skills.
Where students are likely to stumble over a key con-
cept, we boldface it in the text where it is first men-
tioned and provide a glossary that defines each term.

In the Chapter Review section, a set of Review
Questions is given for the chapter as a whole that
includes a new Thematic Understanding question,
along with new Making Connections questions that
ask students to consider broader historical issues,
developments, and continuities and changes over time.
A brief list of More to Explore sources directs students
to accessible print and Web resources for additional
reading. Lastly, a Timeline with a new Key Turning
Points question reminds students of important events
and asks them to consider periodization.

New Scholarship Includes
Latest Research and
Interpretations

In the new edition, we continue to offer instructors a
bold account of U.S. history that reflects the latest,
most exciting scholarship in the field. Throughout the
book, we have given increased attention to political
culture and political economy, including the history of
capitalism, using this analysis to help students under-
stand how society, culture, politics, and the economy
informed one another.

With new author Eric Hinderaker aboard, we have
taken the opportunity to reconceptualize much of the
pre-1800 material. This edition opens with two dra-
matically revised chapters marked by closer and more
sustained attention to the way Native Americans
shaped, and were shaped by, the contact experience
and highlighting the tenuous and varied nature of
colonial experimentation. These changes carry through
the edition in a sharpened continental perspective and
expanded coverage of Native Americans, the environ-
ment, and the West in every era. We have also brought
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closer attention to the patterns and varieties of colonial
enterprise and new attention to the Atlantic World and
the many revolutions—in print, consumption, and
politics — that transformed the eighteenth century.

In our coverage of the nineteenth century, the dis-
cussion of slavery now includes material on African
American childhood and the impact of hired-out
slaves on black identity. The spiritual life of Joseph
Smith also receives greater attention, as do the complex
attitudes of Mormons toward slavery. New findings
have also deepened the analysis of the war with Mexico
and its impact on domestic politics. But the really new
feature of these chapters is their heightened interna-
tional, indeed global, perspective.

In the post-Civil War chapters, enhanced coverage
of gender, ethnicity, and race includes greater emphasis
on gay and lesbian history and Asian and Latino immi-
gration, alongside the entire chapter devoted to the
civil rights movement, a major addition to the last edi-
tion. Finally, we have kept up with recent developments
with an expanded section on the Obama presidency
and the elections of 2008 and 2012.
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Versions and Supplements

Adopters of America’s History and their students have
access to abundant extra resources, including docu-
ments, presentation and testing materials, the acclaimed
Bedford Series in History and Culture volumes, and
much more. See below for more information, visit the
book’s catalog site at bedfordstmartins.com/henretta
/catalog, or contact your local Bedford/St. Martin’s
sales representative.

Get the Right Version for Your Class

To accommodate different course lengths and course
budgets, Americas History is available in several differ-
ent formats, including three-hole-punched loose-leaf
Budget Books versions and e-books, which are avail-
able at a substantial discount.

o Volume 1, To 1877 (Chapters 1-16): available in
paperback, loose-leaf, and e-book formats

o Volume 2, Since 1865 (Chapters 15-31): available
in paperback, loose-leaf, and e-book formats

Any of these volumes can be packaged with additional
books for a discount. To get ISBNs for discount pack-
ages, see the online catalog at bedfordstmartins.com
/henretta/catalog or contact your Bedford/St. Martin’s
representative.

New Assign LaunchPad—the Online,
Interactive e-Book in a Course Space
Enriched with Integrated Assets

The new standard in digital history, LaunchPad course
tools are so intuitive to use that online, hybrid, and
face-to-face courses can be set up in minutes. Even
novices will find it’s easy to create assignments, track
students’ work, and access a wealth of relevant learn-
ing and teaching resources. It is the ideal learning envi-
ronment for students to work with the text, maps,
documents, video, and assessment. LaunchPad is loaded
with the full interactive e-book and the Sources for Amer-
icas History documents collection — plus Learning-
Curve, short author video chapter previews, additional
primary sources, videos, guided reading exercises

designed to help students read actively for key con-
cepts, boxed feature reading quizzes, chapter summa-
tive quizzes, and more. LaunchPad can be used as is or
customized, and it easily integrates with course man-
agement systems. And with fast ways to build assign-
ments, rearrange chapters, and add new pages, sections,
or links, it lets teachers build the course materials they
need and hold students accountable.

Let students choose their e-book format. In addition
to the LaunchPad e-book, students can purchase the
downloadable Bedford e-Book to Go for America’s His-
tory from our Web site or find other PDF versions of
the e-book at our publishing partners’ sites: CourseSmart,
Barnes & Noble NookStudy; Kno; CafeScribe; or Chegg.

New Assign LearningCurve So You Know
What Your Students Know and They
Come to Class Prepared

As described in the preface and on the inside front
cover, students purchasing new books receive access
to LearningCurve for Americas History. Assigning
LearningCurve in place of reading quizzes is easy for
instructors, and the reporting features help instructors
track overall class trends and spot topics that are giving
students trouble so they can adjust their lectures and
class activities. This online learning tool is popular
with students because it was designed to help them
rehearse content at their own pace in a nonthreatening,
gamelike environment. The feedback for wrong answers
provides instructional coaching and sends students
back to the book for review. Students answer as many
questions as necessary to reach a target score, with
repeated chances to revisit material they haven't mas-
tered. When LearningCurve is assigned, students come
to class better prepared.

Take Advantage of Instructor Resources

Bedford/St. Martin’s has developed a rich array of
teaching resources for this book and for this course.
They range from lecture and presentation materials and
assessment tools to course management options. Most
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can be downloaded or ordered at bedfordstmartins
.com/henretta/catalog.

Instructor’s Resource Manual. The instructor’s man-
ual offers both experienced and first-time instructors
tools for preparing lectures and running discussions. It
includes chapter-review material, teaching strategies,
and a guide to chapter-specific supplements available
for the text, plus suggestions on how to get the most out
of LearningCurve and a survival guide for first-time
teaching assistants.

Guide to Changing Editions. Designed to facilitate an
instructor’s transition from the previous edition of
Americas History to the current edition, this guide
presents an overview of major changes and of changes
in each chapter.

Computerized Test Bank. The test bank includes a
mix of fresh, carefully crafted multiple-choice, short-
answer, and essay questions for each chapter. It also
contains brand new stimulus-based multiple-choice
questions and volume-wide essay questions. All ques-
tions appear in Microsoft Word format and in easy-to-
use test bank software that allows instructors to add,
edit, re-sequence, and print questions and answers.
Instructors can also export questions into a variety
of formats, including Blackboard, Desire2Learn, and
Moodle.

The Bedford Lecture Kit PowerPoint Maps, Images,
Lecture Outlines, and i>Clicker Content. Look good
and save time with The Bedford Lecture Kit. These pre-
sentation materials are downloadable individually
from the Instructor Resources tab at bedfordstmartins
.com/henretta/catalog and are available on The Bed-
ford Lecture Kit Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM. They
provide ready-made and fully customizable Power-
Point multimedia presentations that include lecture
outlines with embedded maps, figures, and selected
images from the textbook and extra background for
instructors. Also available are maps and selected
images in JPEG and PowerPoint formats; content for
i>clicker, a classroom response system, in Microsoft
Word and PowerPoint formats; the Instructor’s
Resource Manual in Microsoft Word format; and out-
line maps in PDF format for quizzing or handing out.
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All files are suitable for copying onto transparency
acetates.

America in Motion: Video Clips for U.S. History. Set
history in motion with America in Motion, an instruc-
tor DVD containing dozens of short digital movie
files of events in twentieth-century American his-
tory. From the wreckage of the battleship Maine to
FDR’s fireside chats to Oliver North testifying before
Congress, America in Motion engages students with
dynamic scenes from key events and challenges them
to think critically. All files are classroom-ready, edited
for brevity, and easily integrated with PowerPoint or
other presentation software for electronic lectures or
assignments. An accompanying guide provides each
clip’s historical context, ideas for use, and suggested
questions.

Videos and Multimedia. A wide assortment of videos
and multimedia CD-ROMs on various topics in U.S.
history is available to qualified adopters through your
Bedford/St. Martin’s sales representative.

Package and Save Your Students Money

For information on free packages and discounts up
to 50 percent, visit bedfordstmartins.com/henretta
/catalog, or contact your local Bedford/St. Martin’s
sales representative. The products that follow all qualify
for discount packaging.

New Sources for America’s History. This primary-
source collection is designed to complement the text-
book. Sources for Americas History provides a broad
selection of over 225 primary-source documents as
well as editorial apparatus to help students understand
the sources. To support the structure of the parent text,
unique document sets at the end of each part present
sources that illustrate the major themes of each section.
Available free when packaged with the print text and
included in the LaunchPad e-book. Also available on
its own as a downloadable PDF e-book or with the
main text’s e-Book to Go.

NEw Bedford Digital Collections @ bedfordstmartins
.com/bdc/catalog. This source collection provides a
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flexible and affordable online repository of discovery-
oriented primary-source projects and single primary
sources that you can easily customize and link to from
your course management system or Web site. Package
discounts are available.

The Bedford Series in History and Culture. More
than 120 titles in this highly praised series combine
first-rate scholarship, historical narrative, and impor-
tant primary documents for undergraduate courses.
Each book is brief, inexpensive, and focused on a spe-
cific topic or period. For a complete list of titles, visit
bedfordstmartins.com/history/series. Package dis-
counts are available.

Rand McNally Atlas of American History. This collec-
tion of over eighty full-color maps illustrates key events
and eras, from early exploration, settlement, expan-
sion, and immigration to U.S. involvement in wars
abroad and on U.S. soil. Introductory pages for each
section include a brief overview, timelines, graphs, and
photos to quickly establish a historical context. Avail-
able for $5.00 when packaged with the print text.

Maps in Context: A Workbook for American History.
Written by historical cartography expert Gerald A.
Danzer (University of Illinois at Chicago), this skill-
building workbook helps students comprehend essen-
tial connections between geographic literacy and
historical understanding. Organized to correspond to
the typical U.S. history survey course, Maps in Context
presents a wealth of map-centered projects and conve-
nient pop quizzes that give students hands-on experi-
ence working with maps. Available free when packaged
with the print text.

The Bedford Glossary for U.S. History. This handy
supplement for the survey course gives students his-
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